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The necessary ought to be tsken as the principle
for all of these statements ( para. 82)

That is because what is neceseary is prior ( para.
83)

CHAPTER FIVE ( paras. 85-95 )

This chapter will seek to determing which kind of
argument is most contrary (para. 85):. . . .
Examination of the heliefs in the mind: . . . , . .
The kinds of gpposites existing among the beliefs
of the mind arg either the contrary or the
negative ( para. 86)
" The cOntrary” existirig’' in belief resembles
that which actually exists ( para. 87)
Yet this similarity is false ( para. 88)
Because not every one of our falselbeliefs in
contrary to a true belief ( para. 89)
The negation is more contrary than the contrary: . . .

By its very essence, the negation necessitates the
removal of the affirmative bellef ( para. 90 )
It is a more general contrary of the affirma-
tlon than the contrary ( para. 91)

Just as the affirmation Is the greatest contrary of
the negation, so, too, is the negation the
greatest contrary of the affirmation ( para.
92)

Bven it the universal attribute is joined to it, this
fact does not change ( para. 93 )

The universal negation is the contrary and the con-
tradiction of the universal affirmation ( para.
94)

The Beliefs discussed here are not True Contraries (para

INDEX:. ... ...
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Examination of Opposite Statements having Modal
Inflections: . . .. ... ... P
The position of the negative particle in these
statements_according to unexamined opinion
( para. 65)
The negative particle is not put with the exis-
tential verb in modal statements ( para. 66 )
Here, it must be put with the modal inflection
( para. 67)
The true negation in opposite statements having
modal inflections ( para. 68 )
Examination of Consequential Statements having Modal
Inflections: . . . . .. ... ... ...

The different sorts of consequential statements
( para, 69))

A diagram of their different sorts ( para. 70)

The contradictory of the possible is a consequence
of the impossible and vice versa ( para. 71)

Yet the contrary of the contradictory is a conse -
quence of the necessary ( para. 72)
The Reason for this ( para. 73)

The contradictory of the necessary is not a conse-
quence of the possible ( para. 74 )
Yet it appears that its consequence is the con-
trary of the contradictory ( para. 75)
The contradictory of the possible leads to
an impossible consequence with respect to
the necessary ( para. 76 )
The same is true with every necessary state -
ment except tor the retractive, which is the
contrary of the contradictory ( para. 77)
This explanation may occasion doubt ( para.
78)

This doubt arises because possible is said in
many ways ( para. 79 )

It is also said in an ambiguous manner (para. 80)
The kind of possible which gives rise to the
necessary ( para. 81)

106
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predicate ( para, 48 )
The negative and retractive particles with
respect to this kind of statements( para. 49)

The negative and retractive particles in secondary
statements ( para. 50)

Those statements in which the retractive particle has
the same force as the negative particle (para.
51)

An explanation of this ( para. 52)

Those in which the retractive particle does not have
the same force as the negative particle (para.
53)

How the determinate and indeterminate noun are
opposed ( para, 54)

Simple statements having an indeterminate subject
necessarily give rise to retractive statements
which also have an indeterminate subject
( para. 55 )

Switching the order of the predicate and of the
subject does not change the statement (para.
56 )

Statements in general: . . . . . . e e T

Nouns’ having one meaning ought to be selected
as predicates ( para. 57 )

How this works in dialectical questioning ( para.
58 )

The difference between dialectical and didactic
questioning ( para. 59 )

The four cases of predicates applying to one sub -
ject ( para. 60)

Not everything that can be asserted singly can be
asserted compositely ( para. 61)

What happens when a single statement has several
predicates ( para. 62 )

Things which can be asserted compositely but not
singly ( para. 63)

CHAPTER FOUR ( paras. 64-84)
Some statements have Modal Inflections and others do
not (para. 64):. .........,..

97
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Chance does™nat occur with respect to this
clags ( para,z31)

The doubt which results from that (para. 32)
Concerning thaf which is not divided into
truth and falsehood ( para. 33 )

The absugdities which result from a denial
af the ppssible ( para. 34)

All of this runs counter to what we have
came o expect ( para, 35)

There ara three kinds of possible things
( para, 36 )

There are two kinds of necegsary things
{ para. 37)

The necessary and the possible opposites
about existing things ( para. 38 )

Conclusion to the Chapter ( para. 39):. . . . .
CHAPTER THREE ( paras. 40-'63 )

Secondary and Tertlary Statements: , . , , . .
The number of secondary statements ( para.
40)

. The number of tertjary statements (para, 41)
The opposites with respect to tertiary state-
ments ( para, 42)

The assettions_that follow from simple aifir-
mative and retractive negative statements
( para. 43)

The assertions thai follow from simple nega-
tive and retractive affirmative statements
( para. 44)

The denials that follow from them (para. 45)
What necessarily follows from combining
privative statements with eimple statements
and from combinjng the statements on the
diagonal ( para. 46)

A general rule for recognizing these con -
sequences ( para., 47 )

The statements having an indeterminate

. . subject and a determinate or indeterminate



The sentence has meaning because of con-
ventional agreements, not by nature ( para.
15)

The goal here is to discuss the definite sen -
tence ( para. 16 )

Definition of the definite sentence (para. 17)
How the definite sentence can be single or
- multiple ( para. 18 )

19)

Affirmation and denial ( para. 20 )

The opposition between affirmation and de-
nial-( para, 21) - . . - .

CHAPTER TWO ( paras. 22-39)
The Kinds of Concepts and Opposites: . . .

There are two kinds of concepts ( para. 22)
There are six kinds of opposites ( para. 23 )
How these are divided into truth and false-

.....

They ought to be formulated with a single
ubject and a single predicate ( para. 25)
Otherwise, neither the affirmation nor the
denial will be single ( para. 26 )

Three conditions which ought to be stipu-
lated "about opposites ( para. 27 )

Chance occurs only with respect to things existing

in the Future: . . . ... ..

Opposites concerning present and past mat -
ters are necessarily divided into truth and
falsehood ( para. 28)

The divisions of the opposites about future
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Concerning that which is determinately divi-
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ally indebted to Professor Muhsin Mahdi for his assistance and
excellent advice at all stages of this task. Finally, I would like
to thank Ahmad Abd al-Magid Haridi, who has brought his rich
knowledge of Arabic and long experience with manuscripts to this
complicated text and who has been an excellent colleague
throughout all our months of toil.

C.E.B.

CAIRO

December, 1980
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Cairo Dar al-Kutub Mantiq 9, the Teheran Mishkat 375, the Dublin
Chester Beatty 3769, and the Teheran Shirdye Melli 5496. Except
in rare instances, the readings of these latter four manuscripts have
added nothing to our text.

Generally speaking, Averroes has taken remarkable liberties
with Aristotle’s text throughout his commentary. He mentions
Aristotle very rarely and quotes him directly only five times,
Moreover, in two of these five instances, his quotations have no
parallel in Aristotle’s text. And he frequently breaks away from
Aristotle’s explanations in order to explore different issues at greater
length than Aristotle apparently considered necessary. Yet despite
this tendency to follow his own path more than Aristotle’s, Averroes
succeeds in making Aristotle’s text much more accessible to the
reader. The basic problem of the conventional nature of language,
as'well as the whole issue of the way different kinds of sentences
imply or contradict one another, are explained far more thoroughly
by Averroes than by Aristotle. In sum, despite his novel approach
to this text, Averroes accomplishes his basic goal of explaining
Aristotle's teaching .

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the many persons and institu-
tions who have coniributed to the appearance of this volume.
Above all, I am grateful for the generous assistance oifered by the
family of Professor Kassem and for their willingness to allow me
to go through his papers in order to find materials relevant to the
edition. The primary sponsors of this project, otherwise known
as the Project in Medieval Islamic Logic, have been the American
Research Center in Egypt and the Smithsonian Institution., I am
especially grateful for the encouragement, helpfulness, and gen-
erosity shown me by the persons involved with these two organi-
zations. The American Philosophical Society has also sponsored
part of the research connected with this project. And I am espegi-



PREFACE

This is the second in a series of volumes containing critical
editions of the Arabic text of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on
Aristotle’s logical works., The other volumes present Averroes’
Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s Categories, Prior Analytics,
Posterior Analytics, Topics, Sophistics, Rketoric, and Poetics.
Although the second of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on Atisto-
fle’s logical works, this volume is numbered the third because
Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Porphyry's Isagoge, which to
our knowledge has not survived in the Arabic original, represents
the introduction to these works and is designated as the first
volume of the series. The Hebrew version of that work has
survived, however, and has been edited as the fitst volume.
Averroes’ Middle Commentary on Aristotle’s Categories and his
Middle Commentary on Atistotle’s Topics have been published as
volumes two and six, respectively.

Publication of these works has been undertaken in order to
complete and extend the ambitious project begun by Professor
Mahmoud Kassem a few years before his death. Thus their
publication is meant to stand as a scholarly testimonial to the
esteem and affectlon with which he is remembered by students and
colleagues throughout the wotld.

This edition, like our edition of Averroes’ Middle Commen-
tary on Aristotle’s Categories, is primarily based on two manu-
scripts— the Florence Laurenziano CLXXX, 54 and the University
of Leiden 2073. And here, too, we have generally preferred the
readings of the Florence manusctipt to those of the Lelden manu-
script, We have also collated four additional manuscripta: the
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