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Introductory Notes

Prince Dracula
The story of Dracula was written in 1897. The author, Bram
Stoker, had read about a prince called Dracula. Dracula was the
ruler of a country called Transylvania in the fifteenth century.
Transylvania is not marked on maps today. It is now part of
Romania.

Prince Dracula was a very cruel man. He killed many people in
horrible ways. One way was to throw them onto the sharp points
of stakes fixed in the ground.

Many stories were told about Prince Dracula. The smr#

were about his cruelty to the people he killed. After his
Dracula's grave was opened. Bur his body was not found i

grave. The people of Transylvania believed thar Drm:ul&
not dead.

Vampires

At the time of this story, people in Transylvania believed in
vampires. They believed that vampires did not die. Vampires
rested during the day and moved about at night. They attacked
people and drank their blood. The people who were atracked also
became vampires. They did not die. They attacked other people
andldrank their blood. So more and more vampires came into the
world.

The people in Transylvania were very frightened of vampires.
They believed many strange things abour vampires. They said
that vampires could climb up and down high walls and fly through
the air. Vampires were able to change into birds or animals. They
could become dust or thick mist. Vampires knew whar people
were thinking. They could make people do what they wanred.

Transylvanians protected themselves against vampires in
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many ways. They wore a Christian cross around their necks.
They pur garlic plants in their houses. They believed that praying
ro God would protect them from vampires. And they believed
that vampires were turned away by pieces of holy bread. This is
bread which is blessed by the priest in a Christian church.

Three things had to be done to destroy vampires. First, you
had to find the place where the vampires rested during the day.
Then vou had to put sharp, wooden stakes through the vampires’
hearts. Finally, you had to cut off their heads.

“Dracula” is a horror story. People like to be frightened by
horror stories. This is one of the most famous horror stories ever
written. Do not read this book late at night when you are alone!
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5. b
The Road to Castle Dracula

M y name is Jonathan Harker. | am a lawyer and I live in
London. About seven years ago, some strange and terrible
things happened to me. Many of my dear friends were in danger
too. At last we have decided ro tell the story of thar rerrible rime.

Parr of my work is to find houses in England for rich people
who live in foreign countries. At the beginning of 1875, I received
a letter from Transylvania, a country in Eastern Europe. The
letter was from a rich man called Count Dracula. He wanted to
buy a house near London.

The Count asked me ro find him an old house with a large
garden. The price of the house was not important. | found him
a large, old house to the east of London. | wrote to the Counr
and he agreed to buy it. There were many papers which he had
to sign . To my surprise, Count Dracula invited me to visit him in
his castle in Transylvania. 'Bring the papers with you," he wrote in
his letrer. ‘1 can sign them here.’

| was very busy and did not want to go. Transylvania was far
away and few English people had been there. There was another
reason too. | was going to get married in the autumn to my darling
Mina. I did not want to leave England until we were married.

Burt Mina said that | should go.

‘The Counr is a rich man,’' she said. ‘You may be able to do
more business with him. You can travel most of the way by train.
In two weeks, you will be home again.’

Sol accepted Count Dracula's invitation. | left England at the
end of April. Mina gave me a book about Transylvania to read on
the train.

On the morning of 4th May, | reached Bistritz, a small town
in Transylvania. It was a beautiful day. The sun was shining on
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thegreat Carpathian Mountains. Somewhere, high up in those
mountains, was Castle Dracula where the Count lived. The
coach from Bistritz would take me to the Borgo Pass. There,
the Count's carriage would meet me. The coach left from the inn’
in Bistritz ar three o'clock.
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| had six hours to wait. | decided to have a meal. Nobody
in the inn spoke English, bur the innkeeper spoke some
German. He welcomed me and | was soon eatng a good
meal.

The inn was very crowded. | watched all the people in their
brightly-coloured clothes. They were speaking in languages |
could nor understand. | drank some more wine and called to the
innkeeper.

‘What can you tell me abour Count Draculal’ 1 asked him.
‘Have you ever seen his castle?’

The innkeeper walked away without answering my questions.
All the people in the inn stopped talking. They looked at me
in fear and surprise. Then they all began to ralk at the same

time. | heard the name 'Dracula’ and another word, repeated
several times.
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| looked at my dictionary. They were saying the word ‘vam-
pire’ . Where had [ read the word before! [ opened the book thar
Mina had given me.

There are many old stories abour the vampires of
Transylvania, | read. Vampires are men and women who
never die. Vampires have long, sharp teeth. They bite the
throats of living people. Then they drink their blood. Everyone
in Transylvania fears vampires. People often wear a cross to keep
themselves safe . . .

[ shut the book quickly. Did people believe these stories?

[t was time for me to leave. | paid for my meal. Then | walked
outside and gort into the coach. There was a crowd of people
outside the inn. Suddenly the innkeeper ran forward and spoke
to me through the coach window.

‘Must you go to Castle Dracula?' he said. ‘Do not go to that
terrible place!’

'l have important business with the Count,’ | answered.
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“Then take this,’ the innkeeper said, ‘and may God help you!’
And he put a gold cross on a chain into my hand.

As the coach began to move, strange thoughts went through
my mind. Who was this man | was going to meet! Did Count
Dracula have strange powers!? | could not believe it.

The coach began to move more quickly. The sun shone on
the trees and the water of little rivers. There was snow on
the tops of the highest mountains. What a beautiful country
Transylvania was!

The mountains were closer to us now, and the road went
higher and higher. Shadows grew longer as the sun began to
go down behind the mountains. Then suddenly, the light had
gone. The mountains and sky were dark. The coach went
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and faster. | could hear a terrible sound. It was the howling s::%
wolves .

The moon was shining now. [ could see dark shapes nea
road. The coach went higher and higher. And now I could
a narrow road to the right. The coach stopped. We were ar the
Borgo Pass. '?

Down the narrow road came a small carriage, pulled
by four black horses. As the carriage stopped, its driver
shouted, ‘1 have come from Castle Dracula! Where is the
Englishman?’

‘Here!" | replied. The driver jumped down from the carriage.

He took my bag and held me by the arm. In a moment, | was
sitting beside him and the black horses were galloping up the
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narrow road.

The driver wore a black cloak and his hat was pulled down
over his face. The mountains were high black walls on both sides

of us. We were going so fast that | had to hold onto the carriage
with both hands. Black clouds covered the moon. The carriage
had no lights and I could see nothing. Wolves howled allaround

us. The driver laughed. As the horses went faster, | closed my eyes~

In fear.
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Doun the narrow road came a small carriage, pulled by
four black horses. 3
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Then suddenly, the journey was over. The driver pulled me 29 il i o8 a1 ) G pall e 3501 e Lol
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‘Welcome to my home. Enter Castle Dracula, Mr Harker.’
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to feel very ill. The castle was completely silent. But outside the
wolves were howling.

‘Can you hear the children of the night?' the Count said

quietly.'Listen to their music!’

Count Dracula's face was very close to mine. The fire made his
eves shine with a red light. There was an unpleasant smell in the
room. | wondered what it was. The Count smiled. He had very red
lips and his teeth were long and sharp.

‘You are tired," he said. ‘It is time for you to sleep.’

That night, | had strange and terrible dreams. In my dreams, |
heard the sound of wolves and strange laughter.

When [ woke up, it was late in the morning. There was fresh
food in the other room and a note from the Count on the rable.

| have to leave you alone today, | read. You can go anywhere in
Castle. But some doors are locked. Do not try to open them.

| saw no one all day. But | found the Count’s library. It wa
of books about England and | spent the day reading them.
still reading when Count Dracula returned in the evening.

'These books are my good friends,’ he said. ‘They have taughrt
me a lot abourt your country. And now | have you, Mr Harker, to
talk to.’

‘You speak English well, Count,’ | said. The Count smiled and
showed his sharp, white teeth.

*You must tell me about my new house,' he said. ‘And you
have papers for me to sign.'

| showed Count Dracula the maps and photographs | had
broughrt with me.

“The house is about 22 kilometres to the east of London,’ |
told him. ‘It is large and parts of it are very old.’

‘Good,’ said the Count. '] have always lived in an old house. |
could not live in a new one.’

“The gardens have a high wall around them,' | went on. ‘“This

1s a photograph of the chapel . It is the oldest part of the hause’
‘So | shall be near the tombs of the dead,’ said Count
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Dracula quietly. He held the photograph in his hand. For the
first time, | noticed his long, pointed nails.

The Count went on talking all night long. Once, | must have
fallen asleep. | sat up suddenly. Count Dracula was leaning over
me. His breath had a rerrible smell. What did it remind me of? As
| opened my eyes he turned away.

‘Well, my friend,’ said Dracula, “We have been talking all
night. You are tired. Go to bed and sleep.’

But | did not sleep well. My mind was troubled. Once more, |
had terrible dreams.

lt was very early when [ woke up. | decided to dress and
shave

| looked round my bedroom. To my surprise, there was no
mirror. Fortunately, 1 had brought a small shaving mirror with
me. | hung it by the window and began to shave.

‘Good morning, my friend,’ said a voice behind me. | was so
surprised that my razor slipped and | cut myself. | cumed. There
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The Vampires

stvod Count Dracula! He had come up behind me. Why had | not
seen his face in my mirror!

The Count saw the blood on my face. He made a strange
sound and his hands moved rowards my throat. His eyes shone
with red fire. Then his hands touched rthe cross around my neck
and the fire in his eyes disappeared.

"Take care,” he said, ‘It is dangerous to cut yourself in Castle
Dracula. And this mirror is not needed here.'

As he spoke, he threw my mirror out of the open window. It
broke on the stones far below. The Count turned and left the
room. When | went to have my breakfast, he had gone. 1 was by
myself once again.

| was very restless. | spent the day looking round the.ca -ﬁ
Wherever | wene, [ found locked doors. Some windnw:;sz ¢
but they were high up in the castle walls. The gmu@
hundreds of merres below.

%
ii *
There was no way out of the castle. Except for Count Dracufa J"

| was completely alone. Was 1 a prisoner in this strange and 4

rerrible place!?

3
The Vampires

T ime passed slowly. | always saw the Count ar night. During
the day, [ sat in the library, reading a book. Sometimes |
walked slowly through the long passages of the castle.

The papers were signed and | was ready to leave. But Count
Dracula would not ler me go. Every evening, he asked me more
questions about England. Every evening, | asked ro leave. But he
always smiled and would not answer. d
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The Vampires

| was full of fear. The Counr had a strange power over me
which grew stronger every day. [ could not think clearly. Would
| ever escape from Castle Dracula?

Then one day, | found a room with an unlocked door. As soon
as | went into the room, [ felt very tired. | lay down on a couch
opposite the window.

When | opened my eyes, it was getting dark. But the air was
full of golden dust. It slowly changed into the shapes of three
young women. | hey were very beautiful. | felt afraid of them and
vet | wanted them ro touch me. [ wanted them to kiss me with their
soft, red lips. My body felt heavy. | could not move.

‘Go on,’ one woman said o another, ‘you are the first.
But he is young and strong. There will be kisses for us
all!’

One of the women moved towards me. She smiled. Her teeth
were sharp and white. | closed my eyes as she leant over me. | felt
her long hair on my face. She made a strange sound and licked her
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The Vampares

red lips. Her sharp teeth touched my throat. Now, I thought, now,
now! Kiss me, kiss me!

There was a sudden shout. Count Dracula had come into the
room and pulled the woman away from me.

‘Ger back, he is mine. How dare you touch him!” he cried.

‘Oh, you are cruel,’ said the woman, with a terrible laugh.
‘Have you never been in love?’

‘You know I have,’ the Count replied. ‘That is why you are
here. Wair a little longer, you will have your chance!’

| must have fainted . When | woke again, | was in my own
room. It was daylight. The sun was shining brightly. I could see
the gold cross on the table, where I had left it. k

o 1. %

It was now 19th May. | stayed near my room all day. When
the Count in the evening, it was difficult to hide my fear. But
smiled as usual and said, ‘My dear Mr Harker, | am happy m‘q
have you as my guest. But [ know you wanr to see your Mina
again,

The Count put some paper and three envelopes on the table.

‘The post in Transylvania is not good,” he said. ‘But write
what [ tell you and Mina will get your letters."

He told me what to write. He made me put dates on the letters.
The last letter was dated 29th June. What could 1 do? I was terribly
afraid. | wrote down the Count's words. In the last letter, 1 told
Mina rthat | had left the castle and was on my way home.

| knew then that Count Dracula meant to kill me. But not yer.
It was six weeks until 29th June. | had six more weeks to live!

4

SR

—

The days went by. 1 was Dracula’s prisoner and he . . . what was
he? Would I ever know the truth about him? .
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The Vampires

Then it was 29th June. That night, Count Dracula spoke
to me.
‘My dear friend, you and | must part. Tomorrow I must go to

England. Perhaps one day we shall meer again.’
What did he mean? | had to find out the truth. | decided ro

follow Dracula to his room. He went in and locked the door
behind him. | heard a window open.

[ looked ourt of a window in the passage. | could see the window
of the Count's room. As | watched, Dracula came out of the
window and moved down the wall — head first! His black cloak
looked like the wings of a huge bird. In the bright moonlight, |
watched him move down the wall and our of sight!

I had to think. | had to make a plan. | went back to my room
and looked again at my book about Transylvania. Vampires
always hunted and killed at night. Sometimes they became
animals. But during the day, vampires lost their strange powers.

| had never seen Count Dracula during the day. If | went to his
room in daylight, perhaps he could not harm me. Perhaps I could
take his keys and escape art last.

All night, | waited by the window in the passage. Atdawn,
Count Dracula returned. When' the sun was high in the sky, I
climbed out of the window. | moved carefully down the wall and
across to the Count's open window.

There was nothing in the room except a great heap of golden
coins. One door was locked. Burt the second one opened and |
went through it. A stone stairway went down and down ro a long
passage. | was in an old chapel. The stones in the floor had been
taken away. There were great holes where the earth had been.

The chapel was full of wooden boxes — fifty of them. Their lids
had not been fixed on. Each box was full of earth.

One box was covered and | lifted the lid. There, on a hﬂap of
earth, lay Count Dracula!

Hl& white hair was now dark grey. His thin, white face was

fat and red. Fresh blood ran from his lips and there was a terrible
31
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The Vampires
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smell, the smell of blood! The Vampire was resting after his meal.
His eyes were open, but he did not move. 1 could see his long,
white teeth.

At that moment, | heard shouts and the sound of many feet. |
ran back through the door and into the passage. The door closed
behind me. | stood there, listening.

The chapel was full of men. They were hammering down the
lids of the boxes. Then | heard them pulling the boxes along the
ground. A door was shut and locked. Count Dracula was on his
way to England and I was locked inside his castle! I ran down
the passage, up the stone stairs and back ro the Count’s room.
I put some of the gold coins in my pockets and ran to the open

window. The ground was many metres below. With a prayer to,

God, 1 climbed out of the window and moved slowly down the
wall. . .
33
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4
A Visit to Hythe

n England, Mina was waiting for Jonathan Harker to return.

His letters to her from Castle Dracula had been short and
strange. Mina was worried. Was Jonathan ill? Why did he nor
return to England.

In the middle of July, Mina was invited to stay with her friend,
Lucy West. Lucy and her husband, Arthur, lived in the little town
of Hythe, by the sea. Arthur West was a doctor.

‘Arthur is in Amsterdam,’ Lucy wrote. ‘He is staying with
Professor Van Helsing, his old teacher. Come and stay with me
until your Jonathan returns. Hythe is not far from London. The
sea air will be good for you.'

Mina rravelled down to Hythe the following day. The weather
was good and the two young women went out walking every day.
Sometimes, they walked by the sea. Bur most of all Lucy liked to
walk to the old church on the hill. She enjoyed sitting in the quiet
old churchyard.

Mina and Lucy slept in the same bedroom. One night, near
the end of July, Mina woke up suddenly. Lucy was walking out
of the bedroom door, but she was fast asleep. Mina ook her
friend back to bed. Lucy did not wake up and, in the morning,
she remembered nothing.

On 8th August, the weather changed. Black clouds covered
the sky. The air felt heavy and there was a thick mist over the
sea. The storm came soon after midnight. Lucy was very excited
by the thunder and lighmning. She sar by the window all night,
looking ar the sea.

By morning, everything was quiet. Bur there was a mist over
the sea. Lucy's servant told the two friends that a ship had been
wrecked on the shore,
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‘Was it an Englsh ship? Are the poor sailors safe!" Lucy
asked her.

‘It was a Russian ship,’ the woman replied. ‘It had come from
a place called Varna. There was something very strange about the
ship. There was no one on it, living or dead!

‘Burt as soon as the ship touched the shore,’ the woman went
on, ‘a huge dog jumped down. It ran away up the hill. There was
another strange thing, too. The ship was full of big wooden boxes.
Some men came from London and took them away. When the
boxes were taken off the ship one of them broke open. It was
full of earth! Who would bring earth all that way? | cannort
understand it.’

Lucy's face had gone white, but her eyes were shining.

‘Let’s walk up to the church, Mina,' she said. Pcrhaps
shall find the dog." But the churchyard was empty and n§ one
had seen the animal.

That night, Mina heard a noise and woke up. Lucy
empty and the bedroom door was wide open! Lucy was m:nwher
in the house. Mina put on her clothes and her shoes. Then, t-akmg
shoes and a shawl for Lucy, Mina ran out into the silent street.

Where had Lucy gone! Mina looked up and down the empry
street. Was Lucy in the churchyard? Mina ran up the hill and
stopped for a moment at the churchyard gate.

Yes, there was Lucy! Was there something moving behind
her! Mina thought she saw a white face and two red eyes. But
when she reached Lucy, her friend was alone.

Lucy was half asleep. Mina put the shawl round her friend and
took her back to the house. When Mina was purting her to bed
she saw two red marks on Lucy's throat. Mina wondered what had
made the marks. But she said nothing to Lucy.

e

From that time, Lucy became paler and paler. Her pretty face grew -
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thin and white. Mina knew her friend was ill. She wanted to send
Arthur a telegram , but Lucy would not let her.

‘Arthur i1s doing some important work in Protessor Van
Helsing's hospital,' Lucy said. ‘1 do not want to worry him.’

But every night, Lucy left her bed while she was asleep. Mina
had to lock the bedroom door to keep her friend safe.

One night, Mina found Lucy leaning out of the open window.
A huge, black bird was sitting beside her. When Mina moved
near. the bird flew slowly away. Lucy was fast asleep bur she was
holding her throat. The rwo marks were still there. They looked
very red and painful.
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Then on 19th August, Mina received a letter from a hospital
in Budapest.

'‘Oh, Lucy! Jonathan is safe!' Mina cried. ‘He has been very ill.
But now he is asking for me. | do not want to leave you. You are
not well. But [ must go to Budapest.’ iy

"Of course, my dear," Lucy said. "You must go to BudeESt:
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Mina travelled by train to Budapest. It was a long journey. At
last, she was able to hold her dear Jonathan in her arms. How thin
and pale he was! ‘Why didn't you tell me you were ill?’ Mina
asked. ‘Whart happened at Castle Dracula?’

‘[ cannor talk about Castle Dracula now,’ Jonathan whis-
pered. ‘Terrible things happened there. Was! ill - or mad? I don't
know. [ can't tell vou about it now. I will tell you all about it later.’

'Jonathan,' Mina said, ‘forget whar has happened. You must
ger well. Then we will begin our new life — together.’

‘Yes,' Jonathan whispered. ‘But we will get married at once. |
will never leave you again!’

Mina and Jonathan were married on lst September in
Budapest. They did not reach England until 18th September.
The weather in London was fine and warm. Mina and Jonathan
drove slowly through the city in the early evening. The streets
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Suddenly Jonathan gave a terrible cry.

‘My God, look!" he said. ‘It is the Count!’

Jonathan pointed at a tall man who was ralking to a beauriful
young woman. The man had a cruel, white face. As he smiled,
Mina saw his red lips and sharp, white teeth.

‘Count Dracula is here in London!" Jonathan cried. ‘I was not
mad. Those things did happen in Castle Dracula!’

‘Please, Jonathan, you will be ill again,' Mina said. ‘The
Count has a house near London. Why shouldn't he be here!?

“There is terrible danger,’ Jonathan told her. 'l will tell you all

about it when we get home.’

As they drove up to their home, a servant opened the door.
She held out a telegram.

“This has just arrived, madam,’ she said. @

As Mina read it, her eyes filled with tears. The messa
very short. .q

My dear wife is dead. She was buried yesterday. Arthur. 1 Jo

‘Lucy dead? | can't believe it,’ Jonathan said quietly. ‘How did 4?
it happen?'

‘Arthur must come and stay wich us,” Mina said. ‘I'll send him
a telegram at once.’

That night, Jonathan told Mina all about Castle Dracula. He
told her the terible things that had happened there. And now
Count Dracula was in England. What was he planning to do?

nd.@ i
s -;

The telegram was from Doctor Arthur West, Lucy's h%
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5
How Lucy Died

hen Arthur Wesrt arrived at the Harkers' home, he was

dressed all in black. His face was pale and sad. The three
friends had many things to talk about. After dinner, Mina spoke
to him quierly.

‘Arthur, dear, Lucy's death has been a great shock to us both.
Can you tell us how she died?’

‘l returned from Amsterdam aboutr a week afrer you left
Hythe,” Arthur replied. ‘By thar time, Lucy was very ill. Her
face was pale and she was very thin. | examined her, but 1 could
not find anything wrong.'

“Was Lucy still leaving her bed at night? Was she still walking
in her sleep!’ Mina asked.

‘Yes,” Arthur said. ‘And she began to have strange dreams.
She saw red eyes and golden dust moving in the air.’

‘Golden dust!’ Jonathan repeated slowly. ‘Is the Count at
work already? Go on, Arthur, | will tell you my story later.’

‘The dreams worried me,’ Arthur went on. ‘l sent a telegram
to Professor Van Helsing in Amsterdam. He came to Hythe
immediately.

‘When Van Helsing arrived, Lucy was tooill to get out of bed,’
Arthur rold his friends. ‘"Van Helsing examined her with grear
care. He rold me that Lucy had lost a lot of blood . She needed
a blood rransfusion to save her life. | told the Professor to rake
the blood from me.’

‘Oh God,' Jonathan said quietly. “Were there any marks on
Lucy's throat — small, red marks?"’

Arthur looked very surprised.

‘Yes, there were. How did you know!?' he said. ‘The marks
worried the Professor very much.’ =
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‘Did the blood help Lucy?" Mina asked.

Yes, she looked better at once,’ Arthur replied. ‘And she had
a quiet night. In the morning she was well and happy. Van Helsing
visited her and brought lots of garlic plants!”’

‘Then the Professor knew,' Jonathan said quietly.

'‘Knew what?' Arthur asked. ‘The garlic had a very strong
smell. But Van Helsing put it all round our bedroom. Then he
rwisted some of the whirte flowers rogether and pur them around
Lucy's neck.’

‘Why didn't the garlic keep Lucy safe!’ Jonathan said. 'l
cannot understand irt.”

Arthur told his friends the rest of the story. Van Helsing
stayed in Hythe for a few days. Slowly, Lucy grew stronger.

One night, Arthur went out to visit a sick child. Van Helsing
was in the library reading. Lucy was sleeping in her room. The
garlic flowers were round her neck and she looked very beauriful.
The bedroom window was shut. -
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‘| was away for several hours,' Arthur went on. 'lt was
morning when I returned, but the house was silent. | went into
the library. Van Helsing was sleeping in the chair. | called his
name bur he did not wake. Suddenly I was afraid. | ran upstairs
and into our bedroom. The window was broken. There was glass
all over the floor! Lucy lay on the bed with her eyes closed. She
had pulled the garlic flowers away from her neck.’

Arthur stopped talking. There were tears in his eyes. After a
few moments, he went on.

‘| ran to get Van Helsing," Arthur said. ‘I called his name
many times before he woke. Then he hurried with me to Lucy's
bedroom. When Van Helsing saw Lucy, he told me she was dying.
The marks on her throat had gone. Van Helsing said we must
wake Lucy immediately. She must not die in her sleep.

smiled. Then she spoke to me. Her voice was slow and s

She told me a man had come to the window. He had called
again and again. She had opened the window and asked the ma
o come in.

‘Lucy took hold of my hand. Her fingers were as cold as ice.
Lucy asked me to kiss her. Bur as [ leant over, Van Helsing pulled
me away. Then Lucy’s face became angry. Her eyes were cruel, she
wasugly, I ...

Arthur covered his face with his hands. ‘It was terrible,” he
said. ‘She did nort look like Lucy art all.’

‘Poor Lucy,’ Mina said and she held Arthur's hand. ‘Did the
poor girl die peacefully?’

Yes. thank God," Arthur replied. ‘“When she opened her eyes,
she was beautiful again. But Van Helsing would not let me kiss her
lips. So I kissed her hand and her long black hair. Then she died.
Dear Lucy is at peace now.’

‘Is she at peace!' Jonathan said slowly. ‘Has the Professor
gone back to Amsterdam?’ =

‘Yes, he has,” Arthur replied. ‘But he said he would return if -
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‘Dear Lucy is at peace now. ' i
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anvthing happened to Lucy. | did not understand him. Lucy is
dead.’

Mina looked at her husband. Their eyes were full of fear. Had
Dracula been drinking Lucy's blood? Was she a vampire too!

6
The Beautiful Lady of Hythe

frer a few days, Arthur West returned to his lonely house in
Hythe. Jonathan and Mina did not say anything to Arthur
about their fears. But they read the newspaper carefully every #
Then one morning, Jonathan saw these words. -
THE BEAUTIFUL LADY OF HYTHE
The voung mothers of Hythe are very afraid. Something

children have disappeared from their homes. When they were found,
the children were safe. But they all told the same strange story. They
had met a beautiful lady with long black hair. She had smiled at
them and kissed them. All the children were found again in the old
churchyard on the hill. They were very pale and they all had small,
red marks on their throats. Who had taken them there? Was it the
beautiful lady? What had made the marks on the children’s necks?
There have been no answers to these questions.

'Is Lucy the beautiful lady?' Mina asked. 'Are the little
children her first victims?’

‘I'm afraid they are,' Jonathan answered. ‘1 will send a
telegram ro Van Helsing at once. He is the only man who can
help us — and poor Lucy too.’

Professor Van Helsing left Amsterdam as soon as he received
the telegram. He went at once to the Harkers' home in Eondon.

Mina welcomed the old man with tears in her eyes. -
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‘Thank you for coming so quickly,’ she said.

‘We do not have much time," Van Helsing answered. ‘1 will do
all | can to help.’

Thar night, Jonathan rold the Professor about Castle Dracula.
The Professor asked many questions.

‘You were lucky to ger away from Castle Dracula.' the
Professor said at last. ‘Vampires have terrible powers. Count
Dracula is the most powerful of them all!’

‘And | helped him to come to England," Jonathan whispered.
"Whar does he plan o do here? Can we stop him?’

‘Let me tell you all I know about vampires,' Van Helsing
answered. 'l have studied their history and read many books
about them. Some vampires are hundreds of years old. They
live on blood, which they take from living people. But vampires
stay alive after they have been buried. Their victims die when they
have lost all their blood. Then they become vampires too!’

‘That is what happened to poor Lucy,’ Mina said sadly. ‘How
can we help her. Is there anything we can do!’

'‘We have to do three things to stop the vampire,' Van
Helsing replied. ‘First we must open Lucy's coffin . Then we
must hammer a sharp piece of wood through her heart. Lastly
her head musrt be cut off. Then she can rest forever.'

‘Dear Lucy, how terrible,’ Mina said quietly. ‘How can we tell
poor Archur!”

‘We must go to Hythe ar once, Mina,’ the old Professor said.
‘We must help Lucy as quickly as we can. We all loved her. We are
the only ones who can help her.’

I shall be happy to help,' Jonathan said quietly.

‘Atter we have helped Lucy, we must fight the Count himself,'
the Professor said. ‘No one in England is safe until the grearest
Vampire of 4]l is destroyed!”

The three friends left immediately for Hythe. They told
Arthur thag Lucy had become a vampire. At first he _was very
angry. Bur Jonathan told Arthur what had happened at Castlf

57

R paatlatigs @asial )

Juw B ugx Hlad Jullu cagll e pdestl L) G
VgEnlys Lald e jpaadyydl HBLgs Hi AL B LB e Ll
ALY e gl jaaig;l Al

$32 claidl oliaals (WeSol s Lals e gy yall Wsglana Cics LGl
Jigd aaall 9 Wesnl s cisall o daulad

Lo . alesi] ] emall Gle daclines ald ope B i ollsa uegd
Sl et g Sl dlaid dakainy g2

gobas e d@opel Lo Wyl s tiiulia jeadgydl wilals
ebaall

ebias Gand agic casall e ol OlHBe el cans adl
Sl addl e Gaduas @ag ouindl Gille jaddl e Gealy cleadl
cilaml 0B e G580 0gB @gids @ o s G g el Y1 e 4l
© alss pgen Hadad Lesie (5iges 042 pabilas ] Ll Ll
Ll elas uolian ] @ ysis Oelss

Slia el St g0 pawsd Lnaall Eiuo Lo il " 10y om0 Livs cJlas
b Tl Lwad il

wlaadl poluae calaY sl S alal! L;.,J..-_

loald 3 3ol Ll Rald i @5 1 ausd gl a3 of Lide Yl
S M )3 O gl S dade Laie g o Lgaud) plaZl [y
oo g aalad jal e Wl b ocansd Shuie T egug Lise clad
OF camy " pmall Hpudsgyull Glals 9,5)7 usmiiall jla) Licaa
onid (pEmas e gyals gt suclis Lide Vs oa ] caal
SGackius Lo 3318 Blgw as s Guddy Lol Lasas

Aarg pgeatnpull L3259 i 9 pa D o] e g O BL s JLaB
Olealy i M8 s clpsall (PSS o Lile ¢ augl yal fya § 540 0
Yelos polins @lacel yoll @l Lo |jalenif o

4B eyl O )T 1apusly jsall Gle Coa ] S cBuaYl e
Biiasa 1 Tt 0 8T izt ot Sl Tt Eaaiial
V55l )3 dad 3 gy Ley Gl g oui] Lastic g ¢ paY!

56




Dracula. Then Arthur knew thart their terrible story was true.

Arthur, Jonathan and Van Helsing went to the churchyard
late that night. Lucy West had been buried in the family vaulr
in the churchvard. The Professor was carrying a large bag. Arthur
opened the vault with his key. The three men stood quietly round
Lucy's coffin.

‘Look carefully,’ the Professor said. ‘The vault has not been
opened since Lucy's funeral, has it! Now, watch!’

Then, with a long piece of iron, Van Helsing began to open
Lucy's coffin.
‘There,’ he said as he lifred the lid.

5,

ekl ey I

e 1"

il ===/
'ILE'H."-,-—_; f

g iy 27

At first, Archur did not want to look. Lucy had been dead for
nearly two weeks. Then he gave a terrible cry.

‘My God! The coffin is empty!" he shouted. "Where is

my wife!’

'l can answer that,’ Jonathan said quietly. ‘Lucy needs blood.

She is looking for another victim!’

—
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'Itis true,’ Var Helsing said. ‘Let us wait in the churchyard for
Lucy to come back.'

They left the vault and Arthur locked it again. Van Helsing
led them to a dark part of the churchyard. They waited. The time
passed very slowly.

Then, in the moonlight, they saw somerthing white move
towards Lucy’s vault. Arthur gave a cry and stepped forward.

‘My God, it i1s Lucy!" he shouted.

The thing turned its head and looked straight at them. The
moon was very bright and the three friends could see everything
clearly. Whart they saw filled them with fear.

Yes, it was Lucy. Her face and long, dark hair looked the same.
But the eyes shone with a terrible red light. Blood was running
from her red lips onto her white dress. She smiled and they could
see her sharp, white teeth.

‘Arthur, my love, come o me,’ she whispered. She held out
her hands and walked towards him. ‘Come to me now, and never,
never leave me.'

Arthur took another step forward. Lucy opened out her arms
to hold him. Van Helsing ran in front of Arthur and held up a
large cross.

When Lucy saw the cross, she stopped smiling. Her face
became cruel and angry. She made a noise like an animal and
ran towards the vault. It was shut and locked, but the vampire
disappeared inside.

‘Oh, God! Was that terrible thing my Lucy?’ Arthur cried.

‘Thar is nor the dear woman you loved,” Van Helsing told
him. ‘It is the vampire that is using her body. Bur if we are strong,
we can help Lucy to rest peacefully. Give me my bag, Jonathan.’

They entered the vault again. It was almost dawn. When Van
Helsing opened the coffin, they saw the vampire. Her eyes were
open and she smiled at them. It was a terrible smile.

Van Helsing opened his bag. He took out a long, sharp stake
and a hammer. Then he looked at Arthur. -
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'l shall hold the stake and point it at her heart,’ the Professor
said. *Then, as we pray, hammer it down.’

With a last look at the thing in the coffin, Arthur raised the
hammer. He brought it down — once, twice, many times. Terrible
screams came from the vampire’s blood-covered lips. The white
dress became red as the stake went into Lucy’s body.

They all prayed. At last, the thing in the coffin stopped
moving. Arthur dropped the hammer and almost fainted.

‘Look,’ Van Helsing said, ‘now she is at peace.’

There, in the coffin, lay Lucy. She was dead and at peace. All
the blood had gone and there was a beautiful smile on her face”

63

gl |
]
4
- L
¥
o -
e

_-..-'-»_"R-\._"‘w..
- 3
ﬁﬁ-‘

o
LY
2’
i .h._--

. o

-
LRk
=

TP

o e
A 1,& _.__:-“__.

.. - "I

P AN T

2 g !"‘t.“"
" i

i S
H. B .
1]

ok | A P B it 41

- AR AR e

l;:
s
“

) 3eally 0 a9 Lauld ) 4ol 5 Sylly el "1 1B
AR

Sen s iBylaall 551 a8y (haill S8 e gall oLl e 513,100
O )i (owg) dn gl zaly sl g oo dade Dl pa (g sipa iy
el cBy2 g sladdl Lualiaa slad (e duss y il s

o ohadll B aga gall f 80 Wl G35 O ) eedlo peadl b5
Se JB Ml Tade Leis sleny Bylasdl 5T Jpls
clgdiad 3 adliws avy] a3 Ui 92w b5 Lo oY pilis
Leg>3 e aex Laloiyl cjgls Lasiis fa padl 78 Laic g

62

WWW.REWITY.COM



‘Now you can kiss your wife,’ Van Helsing said. Arthur kissed
Lucy once on the lips. Then he turned and left the vaulr.

Van Helsing and Jonathan worked together. They cur off
Lucy’s head. Then they closed the coffin lid and hammered it

down.,
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When they left the vaulr, it was daylight. Birds were singing
and the air was warm.

[} ] ] ¥ + v
We have begun our work,’ Van Helsing said to Jonathan and

Arthur, ‘but we have not finished it. Now we must find Count
Dracula. We must destroy him forever!'
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1
The House of the Vampire

frer they had left the vault, the friends slept for several
hours. Then later in the day, they met to make their plans.
‘We are all in danger,’ Van Helsing said. ‘Dracula must know
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that he has enemies in England. He will soon find out what we are
doing. Then he will artack us.'
“Why don't we attack him first?’ Arthur cried. *“We must go to
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his house together. Where is his house, Jonathan?’
‘l can’t remember,’ Jonathan replied slowly. 'It's very strange.
| think Dracula has made me forget. All the papers abour a

house are in my office in London.' @ i

‘Then let us all go back to London quickly,’ said Van Hdgng. @ SO B e 8339 g dljies Lualdl 3l eY!
“We must find out where Dracula is hiding. It will be safer if oLl plEne das of csmcie pow udd G dadd addis ola Jlas
all together. The Vampire is very powerful.’ 3 i gl ' o Nt =4

They went to London and Jonathan hurried to his office. }' $32 po0 dl cleadl oliasdibigw s O Junass *5'}5[}-‘!

But he could not find the papers. They had all been taken. He ~ “<J/
returned home ar once. He rold the others whar had happened.
‘Dracula has taken the papers,’ Van Helsing said. ‘He knows
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he is in danger. He knows we are his enemies. But vampires have
no power during daylight. In daylight, Dracula rests in one of the
boxes from Transylvania. They must be in his house.’

‘But where is his house!” Mina cried.

The old Professor thought for a moment. Then he looked at
Jonathan carefully.

‘If you agree, | shall hypnotise you,' he said. ‘Then you may
remember where Dracula’s house is.'

“Yes, | agree,' Jonathan said. ‘Do whart you can, Professor. |
am ready.’

Van Helsing sat opposite Jonathan and spoke to him quierly,
The young man's eyes closed. He began to breathe more stowly.
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‘Count Dracula has a house near London. Where is ir,
Jonathan!" the Professor asked. Jonathan answered in a slow,
clear voice.

‘The Count is living to the east of London,' he said. ‘His
house is very big and very old. There is a high wall round it.’

‘How did you get there, Jonathan?' asked Van Helsing,

“The nearest railway station is about a mile away from the
house . . .

‘What is the name of the station, Jonathan!' Van Helsing
asked.

‘lris difficult to remember. There is a mist in front of my eyes.
Now the mistis going. The nameis. . . Purfleet. The . . . the mist is
coming back, a golden mist. | can see red eyes . . . they are looking
forme...

‘Wake up, Jonathan!' the Professor said quickly. Jonathan
opened his eves.

"You were in danger,” Van Helsing said. '‘Dracula knew what |
was doing. We do not have much time.’

‘What shall we do!" Arthur asked.

‘We must get into Dracula’s house and look for the boxes of
earth,’ Van Helsing replied. 'You must stay here, Mina. Don't
leave the house. Dracula is not far away. Remember what
happened to Lucy.’

‘We cannot leave Mina here on her own!" Jonathan cried.

‘She will be safe,” the Professor said. ‘No vampire can enter a
house unless he i1s invited in. Lucy walked in her sleepand Dracula
met her in the churchyard. Stay in the house, Mina, and you will
be safe.’

The three men left the Harkers' house in the afternoon. The
things they needed were in their bags. They went by train. When
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they reached Purfleet station, the Professor asked a few questions.
A man at the station was able to answer them.

A tall, dark stranger had boughrt a big house not far from the
station. Later, fifty huge boxes had been sent to the house. The
stranger was living there alone.

The three friends were sure that the stranger was Dracula.
Very soon they were on the road to the house. As they walked,
they became more and more rtired.

At last, they reached the old house. But the daylight had
almost gone. Van Helsing looked ar his friends.

‘It is dark. We are late,' he said. ‘Dracula will have left the
house. While he is away, we will destroy his resting places.'

The high wall of the garden was broken in one place. Th
were able to climb it easily. The garden was silent and empty.
house was dark. At the back of the house, they found a hgeken
window. They were soon inside.

The old house was full of dust. The air smelt unpleasant @
was very cold. Every room was empty. Then at the end of a lo
passage, they found a large wooden door. The key was in the lock
and Van Helsing turned it slowly. There was a terrible smell that
reminded Jonathan of Castle Dracula.

“This place smells of blood," Arthur West whispered. As he
held up his lamp, rats ran away from the light. Some steps went
down to the old chapel. There on the cold, wet stones were the
wooden boxes.

“Those are the boxes | saw in Castle Dracula,’ Jonathan said
quietly.

“We must work quickly,” the Professor said, opening his bag.
‘Dracula must not find us here. Inside every box we will place
some holy bread . Then the Vampire will be in our power.’

The men worked for many hours. One by one, the boxes were
opened. Then holy bread was placed on the earth inside. The lids
were hammered down. The two young men worked together. Old
Van Helsing stood by the open door at the top of the steps. He
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held a cross in his hand. Jonathan and Arthur had one more box
to open. Suddenly Van Helsing gave a cry.
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‘The Count! The Count!" he shouted down to them. ‘The
Vampire is coming back. We have no more time. Leave the last
box and follow me!’

One box was left unopened. Jonathan and Arthur ran up the
stone steps and after the Professor. As they reached the broken
window, they heard a terrible cry. They turned quickly. Count
Dracula was coming towards them. His face was white and angry.
His eyes shone with red fire.

When the Vampire saw Jonathan, he jumped at him like a wild
animal. But Van Helsing stood in front of Jonathan and held up
his cross. Dracula stepped back.

“You cannor stop me," he cried out, 'l am Dracula! | have
lived and fought my enemies for hundreds of years. | have fought
armies. How can three men stop me now!’ é

Suddenly the house was full of strange mist. The thr;ﬁ %
got out of the window and ran across the garden. They foligt.th %
broken part of the wall and climbed over. ;

In the road, the air was clear. The moonlight shone uﬂ?e

men's white faces.

‘Come,’ said Van Helsing, ‘we must get back to Mina. She ‘q
may be in danger.’

The three friends hurried to the lictle station. They caught a
train to London.

When they reached Jonathan's house, it was quiet. Jonathan
unlocked the front door and the three men went upstairs to their
own bedrooms.

Jonathan opened his door quietly and then he gave a terrible
cry. His friends ran into the room after him.

The bedroom window was wide open and moonlight was
shining into the room. Mina was on the balcony and a dark
shape was leaning over her. It was Count Dracula!

One of his hands held the back of Mina's neck. The other
held down her hands. Bur the Vampire was not drinking Mina's
blood. No, it was more terrible than that. Dracula was hmldir:g
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Mina's face to a long cut on his chest. He was making her drink
his blood!

The Vampire turned his head. His eyes burned with a terrible
red light. Blood was dripping from his red lips and long, white
teeth. The Vampire had already taken his meal of blood!

1-_ )
:a..'.,_:':'-JT hm

Dracula gave a cry of anger, burt Van Helsing was ready for
him. The old doctor held his cross up high. A cloud covered the
moon. It was suddenly dark. When the moonlight shone again,
Dracula had gone. A little golden dust moved over the balcony.

Poor Mina was almost mad with fear. When she saw Jonathan,
she began to cry and cry. Van Helsing carried Mina back to the
bed. Then he washed the blood from her face and neck.

‘My dear Mina,’ the old man said. ‘You are safe now. Can you
tell us what happened!”’ £

‘Oh, Jonathan, why did you leave me!" Mina cried.
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The House of the Vampire

'l thought you were safe,’ Jonathan answered as he held his
wife's hands.

‘| was asleep,’” Mina said. ‘I was dreaming. | saw a cloud of
golden dust. | saw eyes burning with red fire. Something woke me.
It was the sound of a child, crying . When I got up, [ saw something
moving in the garden. | opened the window and walked out onro
the balcony. Then suddenly, he was standing beside me. I saw his
red eyes, his cruel mouth and his long, white teeth. | knew it was

Count Dracula! He smiled and said, “Nothing can help you now.
You are in my power . . ." "’

Mina covered her face with her hands.
“Then he put his lips to my throat and drank my blood,' she

whispered. ‘I could not stop him . And now I have drunk his blood.
I am a vampire too!’

'‘No, no!" Jonathan cried.
‘It is the truth," Mina replied . 'l have drunk the Count's blood
and | am in his power. | must do whar he wants, even if | harm

you, my husband!" Then Mina looked ar Van Helsing with rears
in her eyes.

‘The Vampire has won," she said.

‘No!" Van Helsing cried. 'He is afraid, I am sure of it. He
cannot stay in England now. He will use the last box to return to
his own country. Sleep now, Mina. You must rest.'

But Mina went on speaking.

'l have drunk the Count’s blood and | am in his power,’
she said. '‘But perhaps we can use this power to destroy him.
Hypnotise me, Professor, before dawn. | think [ can tell you what
the Vampire plans to do.’

Van Helsing sat down beside Mina and moved his hand before
her face. Her eyes closed.

“Where is Count Dracula! Whar does he plan to do!' Van
Helsing asked. -

‘It is dark," Mina replied. Her voice was slow and clear. ‘I can
hear moving warer. Oh, the Vampire's power is strong. Bur I hear
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a ship and men shouting. The ship is ready to leave. There is a
mist, darkness . . . | cannor tell you any more . . .

In a few minutes, Mina had opened her eyes.

“We have won!' Jonathan told her. ‘The Vampire is leaving
England. We are safe now.’

Bur Professor Van Helsing shook his head sadly.

‘Have you forgotten! Mina has drunk the Vampire’s blood
_ he has drunk hers. If Mina dies before Dracula is destroyed, she

will be a vampire forever!’

8 2
it T3 1,4

The Flight of the Vampire 51,
yu
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C ount Dracula's plan had failed. The Vampire was returning
to his own country. In Transylvania he would be safe. If the
Vampire reached Castle Dracula he could rest and grow strong
again. And while he lived, Mina was in terrible danger. Count
Dracula had to be destroyed before he reached his castle.

Arthur and Jonathan went to the Port of London the next
day. They found thata ship called the Queen Catherine had left for
Varna. Varna was a port on the Black Sea. Dracula had travelled
from Varna in July!

When it was dark, a rall man had carried a huge wooden box
onto the Queen Catherine. The man was Count Dracula! A thick
mist had covered the ship before it sailed. And Dracula was in
the box.

The three men began to make their plans at once. Mina was
resting in her room.

‘Vampires cannot cross water without help,” the Professor
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explained. ‘But Dracula is travelling by ship because it is easier.
He will not have to move his box until the ship reaches land.
When the ship reaches Varna, Dracula will wait for darkness.
Then he will carry the box from the ship. Later, the box, with the
Countinside, will be taken to Castle Dracula. There, the Vampire
will be safe.’

‘Then we must follow him!" Arthur cried. *We must . . .’

Van Helsing held up his hand. ‘Before we decide whar to do,’
he said, 'l have something to tell you. Mina must not know our
plans.’

‘Why not?’ Jonathan cried angrily. ‘Dracula has harmed her
most of all.’

‘But the Vampire has power over Mina,’ the Professor replied.
‘Perhaps he knows what she is thinking. Anything we tell her — he
will know.’

No one spoke. Van Helsing and Arthur looked ar their
friend sadly.

‘You are right.’ Jonathan said ar last. ‘1 will not tell Mina
anything.’

"Then let us follow Dracula,” Arthur said. ‘I have money. We
could hire a small, fast shipand . . .’

‘No, we must follow Dracula by land," Van Helsing replied.
‘He will make the ship go quickly. But the ship will take two weeks
to reach Varna. By land, we can ger there in a few days.’

‘So we shall be waiting for him when he reaches Vamna,'
Jonarthan said.

‘No, not you, Jonathan," Van Helsing said. 'You must stay
here and look after Mina.’

As he spoke, the door opened. Mina stood there. Her face
was pale.

‘No one will stay here to look after me,’ she said. ‘I am going
with you,’ -

“You will be in great danger if you come with us,' the Professor
said. ‘The nearer you are to Dracula . . .’
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'l know the danger, Professor,” Mina replied. 'If Dracula calls
me to him, I shall have to go. Bur you can hypnotise me. Then |
can tell you where the Counr is.'

The Professor smiled.

‘You are right, dear Mina," he said.

Mina held Jonachan's hand and looked ar her friends.

‘Every day, Dracula has more power over me,’ Mina said. 'If
his power becomes too strong, you must kill me.’

At last, the three men agreed.

‘Thank you,” Mina said quietly. ‘Remember, if | become a
vampire, | shall be your enemy, too!”

In the second week of Ocrober, the four friends began their
journey across Europe. They took the fastest trains and, in a few
days, they were in Varna,

Professor Van Helsing hypnotised Mina every day. He hypno-
tised her before dawn and before darkness came. Dracula's power
was nort as strong then. Mina always said the same words.

‘Everything 1s dark. | can hear the wind. | hear the sound of
moving water.’

So the friends knew that Dracula had not left the ship. They
stayed in Varna waiting for news. More than a week passed. Every
day, Arthur went to the port. He asked if the Queen Catherine had
arrived. Then at last news came.

When Arthur told the others, his face was white.

‘The Queen Catherine arrived at Galatz, at one o'clock today,’
he said.

‘My God! Whart shall we do!" Jonathan cried. ‘Where is
Galaz?’

Mina looked at her map.

‘Galartz 15 a port on the River Danube,’ she said. ‘It is more
than 200 kilometres away.’ !
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‘We must ger a ship," Arthur said. But Jonathan did not
agree.

'l think we should go by train,’ he said.

‘What will Dracula do!" Mina asked slowly. *"Will he go to
Castle Dracula by water or by land? It is nearly sunset,’ she went
on. ‘Professor, hypnotise me. | shall tell you what | can.’

Van Helsing did as Mina asked. At first she could not answer
his questions. Bur at last she spoke.

'l hear the sound of water. The water is moving fast. | hear
birds singing. It is dark, dark . . . | cannor tell you any more. His
power is too strong.’

Y

9 1

The Return I:o_Casde Dracula

he friends took two days to reach Galatz. They were nearer
to Dracula now. Mina was pale and ill. Sometimes she could
not answer Van Helsing's questions. The Professor took Mina to
a hotel to rest. Arthur and Jonathan tried to get news of Dracula.
They soon returned. Dracula's box was on a fast boat. The
Vampire was travelling up the River Seruth.
The River Seruth went high up into the Carpathian
Mountains. Castle Dracula was 20 kilometres from the river.
"We must stop Dracula before he reaches the castle." Van
Helsing told them. ‘In his tomb, the Vampire will be safe. And
then Mina will be in his power forever.'
‘We must go up the river after him," Jonathan said quickly.
“You and Arthur must do that,’ the Professor replied. Mina
and | will go by land to Castle Dracula. We will get there before
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the Vampire. | will put holy bread in Dracula’s tomb."

On 23rd October, Mina and Van Helsing went by train to
Veresu. At Veresu, the Professor bought a small carriage and four
fast horses.

It was winter and it was very cold. Wolves were near and they
howled day and night. Professor Van Helsing hypnotised Mina
every day. She always said the same words.

‘Ir is dark. It is dark. | can hear fast-moving water.'

Mina slepr all day and Van Helsing could not wake her. Butas
soon as night came, she woke up. The Professor was afraid. Mina
was pale and thin. Her face was changing. She was becoming more
and more like a vampire. Would Mina die before Dracula could be
destroyed!

When they crossed the high mountains, snow was falling. Ar
Bistritz, Van Helsing bought new horses. They reached the Borgo
Pass early in the afrernoon.

On the right, was the narrow road to Castle Dracula. The
tall mountains were covered with snow. The strong wind moved
the snow in rthe air. The howling wolves were closer now. Had
Dracula senr them!?

The old Professor was not afraid. He drove up the narrow road
until it was dark. Thar rughe, Mina was very excited. Her eyes
shone brightly but she would not eat. Every day Dracula's power
was stronger,

The Protessor had made a fire. He took some of the holy bread
and broke it into pieces. Then he placed the pieces in a circle on
the ground around Mina.

Mina was warching Van Helsing carefully. She did not move.
Her face went whire.

‘Come closer to the tire," the Professor said. Mina stood up,
walked a few steps and stopped. She could not move our of the
circle. Van Helsing covered Mina and himself with thick cloaks.
Wolves howled. But Mina and Van Helsing were safe inside the
circle.
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The snow went on falling. It moved round and round in the
wind. And then there was mist and snow .

As the mist moved in the wind, it chan ged into three beautiful
women. They were the three vampires that Jonathan had seen in
Castle Dracula!

The vampires laughed and called to Mina from outside the
circle.

‘Come, sister, come'' they cried. 'You are like us now.’

Bur Mina turned away and the vampires could not enter che
circle.

They called to Mina all night. But when the dawn came, the
beautiful women changed back into mist Mina slept.

In the morning, the four horses were dead. Van Helsing made
the fire as big as he could. He left Mina sleeping inside the circle.
Then the old Professor started ro walk up the narrow road to
Castle Dracula.

The snow was very deep and the wind blew into the Professor's
face. His bag was heavy. He was cold and afraid. He felt the
Vampire's power around him.,

Castle Dracula looked black against the white mountains.
Van Helsing went on.

At last, he reached the terrible building . When he came to the
chapel door it was wide open! But the air inside smelr terrible and
he could not breathe.

The chapel was full of old tombs. One tomb was bigger than
the others. On it was written the name “ DRACULA".

When Van Helsing opened the tomb, he saw it was empry.
The Professor opened his bag. He took out some holy bread. He
put the bread inside the tomb and closed the lid. The Vampire
would never enter it again.

Then Van Helsing found the tombs of the three women
vampires. They looked very beautiful. Their eyes were open
and they smiled at him. The old Professor looked at them
for a moment. But then he remembered Lucy.
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He took sharp stakes and hammered them through the
vampires hearts. How they screamed as he hammered down the
stakes! But when the Professor cut off their heads the vampires
changed. There was nothing in the tombs but dust!

Then Van Helsing left that terrible place. Slowly he walked
down the road to Mina.

‘My husband is near,’ Mina called out. ‘Quickly, I must go ro
Jonathan.'

The snow had stopped falling. The air was clear and cold.
It was almost sunset and the sun was red in the sky. To the
north, Castle Dracula was a great, black shape on the side of the
mountain. Far below them, the River Seruth was black against

the snow. E |
They could see a narrow, winding road which wenrt up the

of the mountain. Along this road, a cart was moving qUickly.
On the cart was a huge wooden box. Dracula was return
his castle! Professor Van Helsing pur his arm around Mina,
she was nor afraid.

‘Look," she whispered.

Behind the cart were two men on horses. ‘It is Jonathan
and Arthur!” Mina cried. 'And they are moving faster than the
cart!’

“The sun is going down behind the mountains,' Van Helsing
said. 'Dracula must be destroyed before the light has gone.’

Jonathan and Arthur were galloping faster and faster. Their
shadows were long and black on the snow. At last, the two friends
reached the carr.

The driver tried to hit Arthur but Jonathan pulled the man
down from the cart. They fought rogether for a moment and then
the man ran off, shouting with fear.

The black shadows had grown longer now. The light had
almost gone. Was there time to destroy the Vampire!

Jonathan jumped onto the cart. He pushed the huge wooden
box down onto the snow. The box broke open.
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They could see a nasmow, winding road which went up the
st.de of the mountain.
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There lay Count Dracula. The last light of the sun shone ‘q f(‘ ()l csssll dag e Lghss 2l el call Eoo uilia
onto the Count's cruel face. Jonathan's long, sharp stake was -ﬁfj 1y cosssdl i Ll Lgeas Joghe ol 155 Ol dus ullia
above Dracula's heart. As [he stake went through the Uampire's £ B tbs g T TP
body, Dracula gave a terrible cry. Then Arthur's knife cut ¢ ”
through the Vampire's throat. There was silence. But there 4! ;
was no blood on the snow. Count Dracula’s body was a heap s
of dust!

Mina ran down the road and Jonathan ook his dear wife in

his arms. The Vampire was dead. The years of blood and fear ol
Were over. Bexllg
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